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boys were being killed and maimed, for nothing
more, perhaps, than could be obtained to-day.
What then? True the Government promised
victory, but they never promised it within a year.
Governments did not die ; what if they were to
go on promising it a year hence, till everybody
else was dead! Did history ever show that
victory in the present could guarantee the future ?
Besides, even if not so openly defeated as was
desirable, this damnable Prussianism had got
such a knock that it could never again do what
it had in the past. These last, however, were
but side reflections, toning down for him the fact
that his nerves could no longer stand this vicarious
butchery of;youth. And so he had gradually
become that * traitor to his country, a weak-kneed,
peace-by-negotiation man/ Physically his knees
really were weak, and he used to smile a wry
smile when he read the expression.
John Rudstock, of vigorous physique, had
opposed the war, on principle, from the start, not
because, any more than Wilderton, he approved
of Prussianism, but because, as an essentially
combative personality, he opposed everything
supported by a majority; the greater the
majority, the more bitterly he opposed it; and
no one would have been more astonished than he
at hearing that this was his principle. He pre-
ferred to put it that he did not believe in opposing
force by force. In peace-time he was a * stalwart/
in war-time a c renegade.'